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Strong WASL Scores Continue for WMS

The results of the 2009 WASL are once again very encouraging for Washington Middle School. The percentages
below indicate the 6™, 7" *" 8™ grade students who met or exceeded the standard in Reading and Math. Only 7"
graders took the Writing WASL and only 8™ graders took the Science.

6th Sth gth
2009 Reading 82.7% 72.4 85.4%
2009 Math 74.3% 76.8% 72.2%
2009 Writing ~ ------ 80.7% -

2009 Science  ~  -———  emeee- 71.8%

We will continue to seek more ways to close the achievement gap in our school through various intervention techniques and
programs. Our goal is have all students, 100%, eventually at standard or above. Students who did not meet or exceed the
standard in Reading, Writing or Math will have a Student Learning Plan that will provide school, parent and student
interventions that will help us reach this goal. These plans are designed to accelerate students’ learning so they will be
successful on the 10" grade WASL, now necessary for graduation. All middle school grade levels will take the revised WASL
in 2010 called the Measurement of Student Progress (MSP) this year in mid-late May.

WASHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN. 2009-2010

This is an abbreviated version of the Washington Middle School Improvement Plan for 2009-2010. The complete and in-depth plan can be found at http://wms.osd.wednet.edu
Building Goals for 2009-2010

1. Reading — At least 90% of 6" and 7™ graders and 85% of 8" graders will meet or exceed standard. We will work on comprehension,
critical thinking related to literary text, and analysis and interpretation of informational text; train staff to more effectively teach vocabulary
of content area material, identify struggling readers, implement a research supported program that addresses study skills and test taking
strategies, administer common formative assessments, analyze data to guide learning and instruction.

2. Writing- At least 87% will meet or exceed standard. Use 4-point writing rubrics, consistent writing expectations and formats for all grade
levels, provide more training in writing for staff. Use effective strategies with students with diverse learning styles. Design and use targeted
formative assessment to identify each student’s strengths and weaknesses.

3. Math — At least 85% will meet or exceed standard. Offer extended learning opportunities and implement Compass Math program to use as
an intensive intervention for students that are deficient in basic math skills. Provide training on constructivist strategies and implement
CMP2 6-8. .

4. Science — At least 87% will meet or exceed standard. Teachers will align content with the state standards, determine consistent
vocabulary, determine weakness in scores from 2009 and modify instruction to address those areas. They will align classroom assessment
and become familiar with the scoring process for the MSP to better prepare students for the testing experience.

Other notable areas we are working on are:
Collaboration/Parent/Community Involvement Activities
Safe and Inclusive Environment

Technology Implementation



Conference Week October 12" — 16"
12:02 - Early Release

Parent/teacher conference week is approaching. This presents a good opportunity for communication between home
and school. This year we will be offering two days of arena conferencing and one evening for those parents simply
wanting a quick drop-by meeting to see how things are going. Teachers will also be scheduling individual
conferences for some students who are having difficulty. Those conferences will be held on Tuesday, October
13" from 12:30-3 PM and 4-7 PM. If it appears your child is doing well and you have no immediate concerns about
his/her educational or emotional growth, there is no need for you to set a time for a conference date with your child’s
teachers at this time. At the bottom of the form sent home this week, there is a place to indicate that you have no
need for a conference at this time. However, if your child’s progress is of concern, he or she did not meet standard on
the WASL last spring, or if you have other questions you would like to discuss with the teachers, please fill out the
conference form to request a scheduled conference and return it to the school as soon as possible. We will make
every effort to accommodate your request. With the number of students assigned to each teacher it is sometimes
difficult to schedule every request. Therefore, we ask parents to remain flexible as to the time and method of
conferencing so we are able to meet everyone’s needs. If you are unable to attend arena conferencing (October 12™
12:30-3:00 PM or October 15™ 12:30-3:00 PM and 4-7:00 PM) or to schedule a meeting with your child’s teacher
during conference week, other options are always available throughout non-conference weeks. Contact teachers
directly for the scheduling of those meetings. We do appreciate all requests and your understanding that it sometimes
becomes difficult to accommodate all requests during Conference week. Thank you for your efforts to stay in close
communication with your child’s school.

€hanges in After School Homework

Winter Sports )
Offerings Club available to all students
Monday T Thursday
Last year a task force was created to review 2:3071 3:30
middle school athletics and produce
recommendations for the Board. The goal Room 301
was to maintain athletics and still address
the impending budget concerns. This
group, made up of parents, coaches, and
administrators from each Olympia School WMS Pa rent TeChnOIOQY
District Middle School, developed a proposal Information N ig ht
which was accepted by the Board. It was
decided the first 3 seasons would still be 8 NOV. 19, 2009

weeks long, but games and practices will be

only Mondays through Thursdays with I .
nothing scheduled on Fridays,  This is WMS parents are invited to spend an evening at

reflected in the reduced coach’s stipend of SChoOl learning about school-related and student-
?0 plf)rcint. There r\:viu be” no 4" seaso|n related technology. Kevin Hoonan from the Olympia
track), but our coaches will receive a split et :

stipend for organizing a 6%, 7" 8" grade School _ Dls_trlct Te_chnology Department will be
track meet. We are also looking for parent ~ presenting information for parents from 6:30-8:00
volunteers to help with a spring intramural ~ PM in the WMS Library. Please come learn about

program. If you would be interested in : CPRNT
helping with this, please call Paul Anders at all the technology that impacts your kids’ lives.

596-3000.
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Safety Procedures for WMS

We started out our first week with an emergency drill so your child would know
how to safely exit the building and be accounted for very quickly. We will
continue with earthquake and lockdown drills in the next few weeks. We are also
being extra vigilant in tracking down visitors in our building that have not signed
in and announced themselves to our office. We would like to remind our own
parents to do the same. Please remember that our procedures are in place to help
keep your child safe. Upon entering the building, every parent should come
directly to the office, sign in and get a visitor badge. This is true in every
situation where the parent has any intention of going any further into the building
than the office itself. Please help us keep your child safe by following these
sign-in procedures.

A note from the School Nurse:

As mentioned in the district letter from our Superintendent, we will continue to
communicate with the federal, state and local agencies regarding the HIN1
Swine flu virus. In order to prevent the spread of this virus, please keep in mind
these helpful tips that were emphasized:

1. Communicate to your student(s) the importance of covering their nose
and mouth when they cough or sneeze, and to wash their hands often
with soap and water.

2. Keep your child at home if he/she shows flu-like symptoms (a fever of
100 degrees of higher and a cough or sore throat) until they are
symptom free (without medication) for 24 hours. Students who have a
fever of 100 degrees or more will be sent home immediately. The same
rules apply to Olympia School District employees.

In addition to these, be aware that the virus may spread prior to the
onset of a fever. Often a person may have mild flue-like symptoms
without fever in the first 24 hours of contracting the virus. This is
called the prodromal phase.

3. If your child is at home sick, please provide information about his/her
symptoms when you call the school to report the absence. This will
help us provide accurate information to the Thurston County Dept. of
Public Health.

4. Make contingency plans for the care of your child in case they become
ill or in the event schools need to be closed for an extended period due
to a pandemic flu outbreak.

5. If you or your child has a compromised immune system or other
condition that would classify your family as a “high risk,” you should
consult a physician.

Thanks to our WMS Booster Club for their wonderful
support and assistance in organizing our Student
Orientation this year. Many volunteers worked
together to make those events successful and run
smoothly.

Thanks to our local Fire Department for their generous
gifts of backpacks and school supplies for our kids in
need. What might have been a sad beginning to their
year was instead a relief to parents and their students.

School C/S,
If your child requires any medication at
school, they must have an Authorization
for Administration of Medication form
completed and signed by the physician
and parent. The medication must then
be delivered to the Health Room in its
original container. This is required for
ANY medication over the counter or not.
Please see OSD Board Policy #3416.
Thank you for adhering to this policy and
keeping all of our students safer.

Puget Sound
Friendly Campus

Washington Middle School, with its sustainable
site and green design, including rainwater
harvesting, natural ventilation, green power, and
day lighting, is embarking on a new project with
an outdoor classroom and water wise
landscape. The outdoor classroom is used as a
focus for studies on the natural world such as
plant ecology, ecosystem studies, clouds, rain,
and our local watershed. The outdoor
classroom is a starting point for an interpretive
“Watershed Walk” that will help students follow
the flow of water from the WMS campus to
Puget Sound. We want to thank parent, Maria
Ruth, for her organization and passion for this
work.

The OSD is committed to promoting
conservation measures. Energy and water
conservation, as well as waste reduction, not
only save the district money, but also save the
earth. We will participate in these efforts with the
students leading the way in hopes of building
these conscientious habits into their daily
routines.



Library News
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Book Donation Request

Do you have gently-used books around your house that your family has outgrown? The
WMS library gladly accepts donations that may either be new to us or may replace existing
worn copies. If your books are not middle school level, we are able to offer them to Orca
Books for credit. That credit is then used to build and maintain our library collection. You
may take your donations directly to Orca Books, located at 509 E. 4™ Avenue in Olympia,
and ask them to apply any credit to the Washington Middle School credit account. Orca will
accept books in good condition, preferable paperback, with no writing inside. Or, bring your
books to the library and we will gratefully accept your donation or take them to Orca
ourselves.

WMS Web Page

| f you havendt already dlwanygags an our schoel
website. To access our web page, go to http://washington.osd.wednet.edu
and click on 0L iyducaa visit author wébpages, gb ® Qeick
Reference sites, access our library catalog, determine the AR level of a book,
keep your eye on the top readers in the school, get help with your bibliography
page and more.

Book Fair Right Around the Corner

We are pleased to announce that the Booster Club will host a Scholastic Book Fair from October 12-16 in
the library during fall conferences. If you are a parent interested in volunteering to work at the book fair,
please contact Marisa Hughes at 923-1625. If you are a student who loves to read, you are in luck. We
have a great selection of books that will be made available to you right here on our school campus! Money
made from the fair goes directly to the WMS library. Please support this wonderful fundraiser.

Take the Newhery Challenge

Mrs. Mathis would like to encourage
avid readers to take the Newbery
Challenge . Those who wish to
participate should stop at the library to
pick up the necessary forms and read
60 Newbery Medal or Honor books
during the course of your middle
school years. Those who accomplish
this feat will earn a Newbery trophy
plus have their name engraved on the
Newbery plaque, which is displayed in " ==%
the library.

= /.

‘B ’\ Flags Hanging inthe Library
W A

We have a wonderful display of country
flags hanging in our library. These flags
represent the home countries of our
students’ ancestry. If you notice that your
family is not represented, please contact
Mrs. Mathis at 596-3002 and request that
your flag be purchased. It is our intent to
= be inclusive of all WMS families.

Display Case in WMS Library

WMS families and students who are interested in displaying multicultural art, traditional folk art, or historical
objects collected from places traveled can contact Mrs. Mathis in the Library. We like to have our Diversity
Showcase viewed as an educational focus!
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Anti-Bullying Activities For Fall
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This fall, we have already talked with our students quite a bit about what harassment is and how to avoid
and stop it in our school. Counselors are visiting all 6'" grade classrooms to lay the groundwork for a full year of
education on this topic through our Social Issues classes and Health classes. The students have been made
aware of the OSD policies and laws regarding Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying (HIB) in our mini

assemblies in September.

In November, our 8" Grade students will be taking part through their Science classes in a presentation by
the local Teen Council. These presentations focus on anti-bullying and harassment strategies for teens.
We are looking forward to the discussions and activities that will take place this fall to help our school continue
to have a respectful and safe environment.

Safety Concerns
over
My Space
Accounts

Safe Surfing 5 How to Keep Your Kids Safe Online

Does your child have a fAprofiled on one of these
advice to parents is to ask your child to share with you their My Space or Bebo profile. Some
parents have reported that some kids actually used their real names, told their age, what school
they attend, listed friends and the activities in which they participate, and even had pictures of
themsel ves. This is a playground for sexual prec
so only invited friends can access the information that is there. These sites can also be a venue
for cyber-bullying. Talk with your child about their online activities and monitor them closely.
Check your childbés site often and talk with them
these and the personal information that they give out to strangers.

Q

1in 5 teens is sexually solicited online each year. Here are things you can do to help keep your child safe. ‘
*Create an Internet safety plan in which you set rules for email and Internet rules. [ 4
*Remind your child not to disclose personal information online.

* Talk frequently with your child about Internet friends, just as you would their other friends.
*Keep the computer in a common area of the house. This makes it easier to monitor computer use.
*Ask your child to tell you right away if anything happens online that makes them feel uncomfortable.

N\
SNz

-

* Consider filtering or monitoring software; MONITOR CELL PHONES!
*Be awar e. Your child could be using computers at their f

*Know the signs
a

establishing

*Reportanysuspect ed

.of Whreomomiomgone initiates online contact w
sexual relationship, it is called groomi -t
figroomingdo to the police or to WMS -339k287%1)

o]
i

Tips to Keep Our Children Safe

We recognize through news stories that sex offenders and others are living in our neighborhoods
and might place our children at risk. In addition to the safety rules you have as a family, please
remind your children and keep in mind continually the following important safety suggestions:

e Travel and stay in groups no matter what time of day.

Never accept a ride or get into a car with strangers; never accept gifts from strangers.
Refer to an adult any stranger asking for directions or help.

Review safe walking routes to and from school.

Review where it is safe to play and visit, and places to avoid.

When help is needed, there are people we can trust; review who those people are:

teachers, neighbors, crossing guards, and police.

When home, keep doors and windows locked.

e Have a family escape plan from your home in case of fire or other emergencies.

e Know where your children are and have a plan for emergency contact.

e Olympia Police Department: 753-8300;
http://www.ci.olympia.wa.us/cityservices/police

e Information about Level 2 & 3 sex offenders in WA: http://ml.waspc.org



http://www.ci.olympia.wa.us/cityservices/police
http://ml.waspc.org/
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2009 WMS Magazine Sale

Please help support our annual Washington Magazine Drive

We have kicked-off our annual magazine drive and we are very excited about our new
format. This year we decided to GO GREEN with the majority of our sales happening
online. Parents simply need to go to http://www.gsp.com and click Register_Now. Our
school account number is: 425015949. Follow the online instructions and your student
will get credit for your purchases. If you have friends, co-workers, relatives, etc, that
would like to support our school, they simply need to enter your student’s ID when
ordering (which you will receive when you register) and you student will receive the
credit. If you choose to purchase magazines in the traditional manner, we have magazine
packets available in the main office. Incentives will be ice-cream sundaes at lunch, daily
drawings, magazine bingo at lunch, the Limousine Lunch for students selling 12 or more
orders, and an after-noon party complete with a dance and activities in the gym! If you
Art for have any questions, please give us a call at 596-3000.

Kids

After school art classes, sponsored
Arts Enrichment, will be offered &
WMS for the fall semester. The cize:
begin September 20 and go until
December 18 Times are 2:453:45 or
4:00-5:00. Tuition is $44. To
register, rotify Dolly Meymand at
357-5301 or visit
http:// www.artforkidsschool.com

Student Store Needs Volunteers

WMS has a student store run through our Booster Association. We serve healthy
snacks such as jerky, popcorn, Nutri-grain Bars, fruit leather, and of course,
smoothies. Also sold are basic school supplies such as pencils and paper. WMS
Bulldog sweatshirts and t-shirts can also be purchased through our store. Students
are not able to use their lunch account to purchase items from the store. They will
need cash or a check. The store is run entirely by volunteers through our Booster
Association. We need more help. If interested, call Lynn Foley at 236-9603. Thank
you parents! You are great!

Leadership/Community Service Class

This year, we have a Leadership/Community Service Class offered for 7" and 8" grade students that want to participate in
activities that help lead our school in community service projects. The class takes the place of a student’s elective or the home
arts or tech arts portion of their rotation. Most students only spend one semester in this class and then rotate back into their
regular program. Some of the projects it will be responsible for are the school-wide campaigning for our conservation
challenge, anti-harassment activities, diversity education, and Channel 2 News programming.

Traffic Safety for Bikers and Walkers

As our mornings get darker and weather less favorable, please remind your child that they must wear a helmet if they
are riding bikes to school. Walkers should walk on well-lit areas, clearly off the road. All students, whether riding or
walking, must follow the directions of the crossing guards. Also, though we recognize that many parents are on their way
to work in the morning and may be in a rush, we ask that you not drop your student off in traffic. If you are unable to
come into the parking lot and drop off your child in the designated area, then possibly dropping them off in a
neighborhood nearby could be a solution. That way, they could walk the last block and cross the road safely with a
crossing guard. In the winter months, the best solution for students that live at least 1 mile away from WMS is having
your child ridetheschool bus. Pl ease call and |l et us know if you are ¢
their way to or home from school. Remind your child to ALWAYS wear a helmet if riding a bike or
skateboard to school. Students are not allowed to ride bikes or skateboards to WMS without a
helmet.


http://www.qsp.com/

Mark Your

September 21 -Oct.9
October 6

October 7

October 9

October 12 -16
October 23
October 26
October 27
October 27
November 3
November 4
November 6
November 10
November 11
November 13
November 18
November 26 & 27
December 2
December 4
December 9
December 10
December 10
December 15
December 21-January 1
January 5
January 6
January 18
January 19
February 3
February 5
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From Your Booster Association

If you shop at Safeway and you'd like to participate in an
easy way to raise money for the Washington Middle
School's Booster Club, all you have to do is register your
Safeway Club Card with the escrip program and a
percentage of your purchases will automatically be direct
deposited to the Boosters Bank Account. Please go to
http://www.escrip.com and follow the instructions to
register your Safeway Club Card. (Just make sure you
select Washington Middle School on Cain Road in
Olympia, as there is more than one Washington Middle
School participating in this program). It's that simple!

If your child will be absent from school for
vacation, please let the office and teachers
know with plenty of notice. It is not always
possible for teachers to provide work for the
child to take with them, but given enough
time, they are more likely to be able to
prepare something and this will help your child

to stay caught up with his/her class.

EMERGENCY SUPPLIES NEEDED!

Calendar

Magazine Sale

Booster Meeting, 5 :30PM

Late Start 6 9:00 AM

Mid -Qtr. Progress R eports Home
Canferences, Early Release, 12:02
No School, In -service Day

Choir Concert, OHS PAC, 6 PM
Orchestra Concert, OHS PAC, 6PM
Band Concert, OHS PAC, 7:45
Booster/Site Co unc. Meeting 5:30 PM
Late Start 6 9:00 AM

Bulldog Bash 7-9

Veterans Day Assembly 9AM
Veterans Day, No School

End of Quarter , Early Release 12:02
Progress Reports Home
Thanksgiving Break, No School

Late Start 6 9:00 AM

Vision/Hearing Screening -7™ only
Choir 6PM, OHS/PAC

Band Concert 6PM, OHS/PAC
Orchestra Concert 7:45PM, OHS/PAC
Site council  5:30 PM

Winter Break, No School

Booster Meeting, 5:30 PM

Late Start 6 9:00 AM

Martin Luther King, Jr., No School
Site Council, 5 :30PM

Late Start 0 9:00 AM

End of Semester, Early Release 12:02

For other dates and times of events not listed, please visit our calendar at
http://  www.wms.osd.wednet.edu

Washington Middle School is in the process of collecti
for emergencies. clipally, we are interested in hard he
safety vests, work gloves, rubber gloves, safety goggl
shovels, batteries, Dixie cups, traffic cones, flashlights
duct tape, bungee cords, zip ties, space blankets, i
wheelchair, rain gear, portable toilets, toilet paper, anc
Any help would be very much appreciated.

Volunteers
Needed!

If you are interested in volunteering at WMS in
any capacity, we would love to have you helping us.
For example, does anyone have a huge interest in
publishing this newsletter? How about a poetry or
writing  club? Science Fair? Campus
Beautification? Book Clubs? The possibilities are
endless! If you have an idea of how you might be
able to enrich our program or simply make life
easier for our staff, contact us at 596-3000 and
speak to Pat Robinson, or call DK Kalegi, Booster
President, at 970-1018.

WASHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL
3100 Cain Road SE
Olympia, WA 98501
PHONE:
360-596-3000
FAX:
360-596-3001

Wedre on t

See us at:
http://wms.osd.wednet.edu



http://www.escrip.com/

